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cants for well-paid situations. It would be hard to say
how far a love of knowledge contribute s to this eagerness
for study. It would be uncharitable to affirm it is alto
gether absent, but it would be shutting one's eyes to
potent facts to suppose it furnishes the greater part of the
motive power. Owing to various causes,- such as the
want of opportunity, of capacity, and diligence, the great
majority of students do not aspire higher than the En-
trance examination; but even to pass this successfully is
considered a great feat, and many are proud of achieving
it. The Calcutta University has a high standard for
degrees, and those who acquire them are entitled to be
considered well-educated men.
The effect of this eagerness, we may say this rage for
University distinction, on mission schools can be easily
conceived. The great question with the student is,
"Howcan I get to the University goal? What are the
studies which promise the quickest and largest success ?"
The studies which do not lead to this goat have little
attraction; while those that lead to it, and just in pro-
portion as they lead to it, are eagerly pursued. Our
Scriptures have no place in the University curriculum.
The consequence is that the student, whose supreme aim
is to acquit himself well when he goes up for degrees, and
estimates studies by their bearing on his success, gives to
the Bible only the attention required by the rule of the
institution he attends, and he often gives that attention
reluctantly; so that even the knowledge he cannot fail
to acquire can scarcely be expected to tell on his heart
-and conscience. Every hour given to the Bible he is apt
to regard as taken away from the studies which he most
highly values, and in which, with all his application, he
finds it difficult to attain proficiency.